The following is a summary transcription and report of the Maryland Oyster Advisory
Commission (OAC) Meeting recorded on October 6, 2025.

The meeting was held by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to discuss the
start of the 2025-2026 oyster season and current restoration projects.

I. Call to Order and Administrative Remarks

® Time: 5:35 PM EDT.

® Opening: The meeting was called to order by the OAC Chair. Roll call was taken, and the
minutes from the August 2025 meeting were approved.

@® Objective: Focus on the 2025-2026 public oyster fishery season and updates on
sanctuary monitoring.

Il. 2025-2026 Oyster Season Kickoff

As this meeting occurred just days after the October 1 start of the oyster season, much of the
discussion centered on early reports:

® Opening Week Harvest: Staff provided initial feedback from the field. Weather
conditions for the first week were generally favorable for harvest.

® Regulatory Review: Review of the daily bushel limits for the current season (15 bushels
per person, not to exceed 30 bushels per vessel for power dredging/tonging).

@® Compliance: A brief report from the Natural Resources Police (NRP) on enforcement
efforts during the opening days.

IIl. Restoration and Sanctuaries

® Restoration Progress: Staff provided an update on the progress of the five "Large-Scale
Restoration" tributaries (Harris Creek, Little Choptank, Tred Avon, St. Mary’s, and
Manokin).

® Monitoring Data: Preliminary results from recent "spat-on-shell* monitoring were
presented, showing variable recruitment across different sanctuary sites.

® Five-Year Review: Discussion continued regarding the scientific metrics for the
upcoming five-year sanctuary review, focusing on density and habitat health.

IV. Substrate and Shell Management

® Shell Availability: Update on the status of shell replenishment programs. The
commission discussed the ongoing challenge of securing enough fresh oyster shells for
planting.

@® Alternative Substrates: Review of recent deployments using stone and concrete as
alternative substrates and their performance in attracting oyster larvae.

V. Financial and Legislative Outlook

® Program Funding: Overview of the Oyster Restoration Program’s budget for the
remainder of the fiscal year.

® 2026 Legislative Preview: Early discussion of potential oyster-related legislation for the
January session, including funding for private aquaculture and habitat enhancement.

VI. Public Comment and Adjournment



@® Public Input: Stakeholders from the commercial watermen's community and
conservation groups provided testimony on the balance between harvest grounds and
protected sanctuaries.

Next Meeting: Set for November 2025.

Adjournment: The meeting concluded at approximately 8:15 PM EDT.

Note: For the full verbatim audio and video record of this session, you can access the
Archive.org item here. Written minutes are typically released after approval at the subsequent
OAC meeting.




